Switzerland FAM trip
with
Backroads Touring
“The Top of Europe”
Day 1 – 8:30 AM start:

We met at the hotel lobby for a half-day walking
tour of Zurich, mostly of the Old Town. We
stopped for a hot chocolate at a famous café and
finished the tour around 1:00pm. The afternoon
was free to explore on our own. We were given a
ticket that was valid for tram rides and a boat trip
on the lake, valid 24 hours.

View of Zurich

We met again at 5:15 PM.
First, we walked to a Christmas market that featured
the “Singing Christmas Tree”. Tiered setup that
looked like a tree, and featured a children’s choir
singing carols. Dinner at a local beer hall.

The "Singing
Christmas Tree”

Christmas market, and
people watching the
"Singing
Christmas
Tree"
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Day 2 – 9:30 AM start:
We met in the lobby, and we walked to the train station (2 blocks) to catch the train to Lucerne. Upon
arrival, we left our bags in our hotel (too early to check-in) and went for a 2.5 hour walking tour. After
the tour, we checked-in and ate a quick lunch (on own). We then met at the hotel lobby around 3:00PM,
and walked to a famous chocolate factory for a tasting. It lasted approximately 30-40 minutes. Rest of
day and dinner on our own.

Medieval bridge in Lucerne

Lucerne clock tower

A Jesuit church in
Lucerne.
All the
marble, gold, plaster is
fake but still beautiful

View from hotel balcony in Lucerne
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Day 3 – 8:45 AM start:
We met at the hotel lobby and walked to the boat departure (next to train station) to take a ride across
the lake to Vitznau, then took a cogwheel train up to Mt. Rigi. We were originally supposed to take the
cable car down, but it was closed that day because of a snowstorm, so we rode the cogwheel train back
to Vitznau and took the boat back to Lucerne. Fondue dinner at hotel restaurant.

On the boat, heading to Vitznau.
Heavy rain.

Inside of the boat.

At the summit of Mt. Rigi. The heavy rain turned into heavy snow
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Day 4 – 8:30 AM start:
We met at the hotel lobby, and headed to the train
station for a short transfer to Grindelwald, via
Interlaken, charming mountain village. We took a
short walking tour around town and then we had
lunch on our own.

On the train, heading to Grindelwald

Bear carving found in Grindelwald.

Swiss chalets, viewed from the train to Grindelwald.
Hans explaining
the "Velogemel",
a
traditional
bike-sled
used
almost
exclusively
in
Grindelwald.

In the afternoon, we took a city bus to a ski school for
Velogemel
(traditional
Grindelwald
bike-sled)
demonstration and history lesson. Everyone who wanted
to was able to take a few rides down a small hill.

We walked back into town. As a birthday surprise for the
youngest in a family who was part of the group, our escort
Edward organized a complimentary horse-drawn sleigh
ride for them that evening. Dinner and evening on our
own.

Attempts on the
Velogemel.
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Day 5 – 9:30 AM start:
We took the train up to Jungfraujoch, via the
mountain pass Kleine Scheidegg. Brief stop at 2
vistas along the way, Eigerwald (9,400 ft.) and
Eismeer (10,368 ft.).

On the viewing platform at the
Jungfraujoch. 11,388 feet of
elevation.

The main building and observatory at the
Jungfraujoch. 11,388 feet of elevation.

View from a vista point on the way up
to the Jungfraujoch.
Inside
the
mountain, a
short walkingtour. Specially
decorated for
Christmas.

Once at the top (11,388 feet), we had about 90
minutes to explore. First at the top platform, then
through the ice caverns below, which led to an
area where you could walk around on the snow at
the top. Not a cloud in the sky, but very cold
(about -10° Celsius, 14° F).

We went back to Kleine Scheidegg for lunch.
There is the option of renting a toboggan from
Kleine Scheidegg back to Grindelwald (or
Wengen), but we took the train back down. Group
dinner at a local restaurant.

Ice sculptures inside the mountain. At 11,388 feet of
elevation, this is one of the most accurate signs ever.
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Day 6 – 9:00 AM start:
We walked to the train station and took the train to Bern, via Interlaken.

A street in Bern

Swiss Parliament house in Bern

Bern clock tower

Arrival in Bern, short transfer to the hotel.
Upon check-in, we were given a card for free
public transport (valid 24 hours) while in Bern. We
went to the Christmas market as a group, and we
were given time on our own for a small lunch and
some shopping. Short walking tour afterwards,
optional if some wanted to stay and keep
shopping.

The entrance to the
Bern cathedral.
Detailed carvings
representing the story
of Revelations

We walked through the old town to the old clock
tower, the Cathedral, and the bear pits (bears
were hibernating). Final group dinner at the
restaurant next to hotel.
Painting on the
side of a building
in Bern
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Day 7 – 9:30 AM start:

The hills of the Emmental region.

Old cheese-maker demonstrating
how cheese was made in the
1700's

We took a private bus ride to the Emmental region and we visited a cheese dairy. We were showed
different styles of cheese production, from the old-style dating back to the 1700’s, up to the modern
style. Some samples at the end.
After the dairy, our bus continued to the Kambly biscuit factory, where we had time to explore and eat
some samples (free samples of every type of treat available). All available for purchase, of course. We
then continued back to Zurich. End of tour.

Carvings on the side of the cheese dairy.

Our tour of the cheese dairy.
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The Final Thoughts:

Me on the top of the Jungfraujoch

Backroads provides a really great experience for our clients.
Although most of their tours are up to 17 people, the average size is usually 9 or 10. Also, the minimum
number of people to ensure a tour goes is 4. The small group size is perfect for this type of trip, as everyone has
a chance to get to know each other, and it creates a friendly atmosphere.
Once you are on the tour, the only responsibility the clients have is to show up at a specific time each
day, and as you can see, the start times are never super-early.
Our escort, Edward, was very knowledgeable about the locations and the history surrounding them and
kept things engaging without feeling like we were sitting in a schoolroom lecture. Several times he went out of
his way to help provide us all with little extras to make sure the trip was memorable.
The accommodations were all boutique-style hotels, very clean, and the locations were fantastic. All
the hotels were smaller, so this fits right in with what we try to sell. Trains (and boats) were always first class,
where available. Often, the trains would even have a reserved area that was sectioned off for us.
Upon arrival in each city, we were given a printout going over some historical details, and giving a little
“preview” of what we were about to see. We were just told what time we had to meet up, and our escort
Edward handled everything else. Even days when we did not have a group meal, he made sure to point out
several food options that would be close by, so no one ever had to wander aimless and hungry.
I also appreciated that there was at least a half-day of free time in each city to explore on our own at a
leisurely pace, as opposed to being constantly busy with a rigid schedule.

Paul A.
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